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On Bernard Shaw’s Creation and Leading of
Feminism in the Industrial Age: From Pygmalion
to Flower Girl

Tan Yong, Zhu Wenting

(School of Foreign Languages (International College), Southwest Forestry University, Kunming 650224,
Yunnan)

Abstract: Bernard Shaw’ s play Pygmalion created a female image of a woman with low education and humble
economic status who entered the upper class through language training, which aroused concern about the social status
of women in the Industrial Age. His related works focus on women's spiritual independence and advocate that women
should have the same educational rights and career development opportunities as men; simultaneously, it clearly
opposes the sanctification and idealization of women, and advocates replacing the concept of "perfect women" with
"perfect humanity". The Flower Girl is a parody and transcendence of Pygmalion. The analysis of Eliza's image and
minor characters reveals the evolution of Bernard Shaw's feminist creation trend, which has led the development
and practice of feminism in the 20th century and highlighted the track and important position in the development of
women's literature in the world.
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