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The "Theory—Problem' of Life '"Conflict and
Stability: Within the Ontological Constitution of
"Problem"

Chen Yizhou

( daluoshan Buddhist Culture Research Institute, Wenzhou 325000, Zhejiang )

Abstract:This paper, grounded in an ontological construction based on a Huayan—style phenomenological
reduction, reveals the relational structure between “existents” ('shi) and “being” (1i) , and explains ontology as
“theory—problem” constituted by “problem.” Within the “unobstructed interpenetration of existents and being,”
existents ( that which is ) are precisely being itself. In this reduction, being functions in two ways: beyond signifying
“being ( the self-manifestation of existents ) ,” it also signifies “ontology ( the study of being )” dwelling within
being. Existents manifest being in two modes: stability and conflict. Stability means being’ s harmonious enjoyment
of manifest existents, while conflict signifies the subject’ s discrimination against being and inability to enjoy it
harmoniously. Being, as the study of being, correspondingly presents two states: “having a problem” and “having no
problem.” “Problem” is the manifestation of ontology within conflict. The study of being, as an ontological system for
resolving conflicts concerning “problems,” always dwells within that which is. Its explicit operation is the subject’ s
mode of resolving conflicts by seeking certainty and stability while facing being itself in the state of “having a
problem.” Thus, the study of being is the reception of “problem” by “theory ( ontology ) ,” i.e., “theory—problem.”
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