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From Textual Fragmentation to Visual Tension:

A Study on the Documentary Narrative

Transformation of Traditional Sports Resources
in Li Tiaoyuan’s Nongpu

Jiang Wenjin, Li Xuan , Chen Kuang

( College of Chinese& ASEAN Arts, Chengdu university, Chengdu, Sichuan 610106 )

Abstract: Li Tiaoyuan's "Nongpu", as an important document documenting various forms of opera and folk art in
the Qing Dynasty, contains rich traditional sports resources such as pole games, cuku, jiaodi, and dui. However, it has
long been regarded by existing research as an unfinished work with impaired value. This article, from the perspective
of documentary production practice, proposes a reverse proposition: the structural textual flaws of " Nongpu " are not
obstacles to video creation, but rather the production tension that gives rise to flexible narrative strategies. By dividing
the textual flaws of 67 items of traditional sports resources into three forms: information—based, contextual, and
integrated, this article demonstrates how these three defect forms respectively elicit three differentiated documentary
narrative modes: participatory, poetic, and observational. These three strategies are summarized as a common
underlying logic: to honestly confront the flaws and let them be heard. The study further explores the three operational
dimensions of commentary and visuals, editing rhythm and sound design, and argues for the specific implementation

of the defect transformation logic at the level of audio—visual details. The article believes that the unfinished nature
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of " Nongpu

"is not the end of the transformation of images, but the starting point of methodological generation. Its

research framework can provide transferable operational references for the documentary transformation of similar

traditional sports historical documents.
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