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Abstract: Aligned with the orientation of cultivating applied undergraduate talents and in response to the
heightened demands for versatile design professionals driven by the rapid development of the new media industry,
this study addresses core deficiencies in traditional New Media Design and Production courses. These include
the disconnection between teaching content and industry needs, the virtualization of practical components, and
students' insufficient comprehensive innovation capabilities. A systematic teaching reform was undertaken. Firstly,
based on in—depth research into the competency requirements for new media positions in the Pearl River Delta
region, four core competency goals were identified: brand visual design, IP creativity, short video production, and
UI design. The course content was subsequently restructured into modular units accordingly. Innovatively, a “four—
dimensional interactive” teaching methodology was constructed and implemented, centering on the authentic project
of “New Media Brand Upgrade for Zhaoqing’ s Star Lake Scenic Area.” This approach achieved deep integration of

theoretical instruction, skill training, and local cultural innovation. Through two rounds of teaching practice, students
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have not only made substantial progress in their practical abilities across the entire new media design workflow but
have also demonsirated significantly enhanced innovative awareness grounded in regional culture and comprehensive
competencies for solving complex problems. This research validates the effectiveness of the applied curriculum
reform path, which is driven by genuine local needs and connected through practical project execution.

Keywords: Applied undergraduate education; New media design; Teaching reform; Serving local development;
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