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From "Chi Shitang" to "Chi Waimai': A
Discussion on the Legitimacy and Productivity of
the Construction "'Chi + N "

Meng Fangqi

( Heilongjiang Energy Vocational College, Harbin Heilongjiang 15510 )

Abstract: Based on Construction Grammar and Cognitive Linguistics, this paper examines the legitimacy and
productivity of the "Chi + N " construction in Chinese. The research findings are as follows: The "Chi Waimai"
construction breaks away from the traditional physical space dependency of locative objects, achieving semantic
innovation through "behavior—product" metonymy and virtual location reconstruction; The legitimacy of this
construction is established on the basis of functional specificity, cognitive salience, and high—frequency usage; The
construction shows limited productivity, extending to similar service expressions like "Chi Yuzhicai", but excluding
non—food-related expressions such as "Chi Kuaidi". The study indicates that the new constructions generated by
the digital economy are reshaping the location category system in Chinese, and the rapid conventionalization process
reflects the new characteristics of language evolution in the digital age.

Keywords: “Chi + N virtual location” ; Construction Grammar; Metonymy mechanism; Productivity
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