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The dilemma of existence and the possibility of
redemption: a comparative study of existentialist
themes in Woolf and Faulkner’s novels
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Abstract: The rise of existentialism as a philosophical trend coincides with a period of social unrest and
profound reflection on the meaning of existence among people. In this context, many literary figures began to
delve into the essence of human existence, among whom the two most prominent writers were Virginia Woolf and
William Faulkner. Woolf's exploration of existentialism in her works is often rich and colorful. With a unique female
perspective and delicate psychological description, she deeply reveals the loneliness and alienation of individuals in
modern society. Faulkner, on the other hand, was influenced by European existentialist philosophy and frequently
featured existentialist themes in his works. However, his works often have a more complex and diverse perspective
when expressing existentialism. Although the works of Woolf and Faulkner share many similarities in exploring
existentialist themes, there are significant differences in their forms of expression and philosophical depth. Woolf's
works tend towards an absolute existentialist stance, while Faulkner's works cannot be simply classified as thoroughly
existentialist. This article aims to provide a more comprehensive reference and perspective for existentialist research
in the literary field by comparing the commonalities and differences of existentialist themes in Woolf and Faulkner's
novels.
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