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Mirror of Ideal and Reality: A Study of the
Female Images of the Republic of China in Shen
Congwen’s Works

Li Yumei

(Jinzhong Vocational and Technical College, Shanxi, Jinzhong 030600)

Abstract: This study takes the female images in Shen Congwen's literary works as the research object, and
adopts a research method combining text reading and social historical analysis to explore the shaping and cultural
connotations of female images in rural and urban areas of Xiangxi during the Republic of China period. The research
results indicate that the rural women depicted by Shen Congwen exhibit characteristics of purity, naturalness,
diligence, resilience, and genuine human nature, forming his idealized "human dream factory"; Urban women, on the
other hand, are often depicted as negative characters with fallen souls or unfortunate fates, forming a stark contrast.
This binary opposition in female writing not only reflects the writer's nostalgia for traditional rural civilization, but
also reflects a critical attitude towards modern urban civilization. This study reveals that Shen Congwen's portrayal
of female characters not only reflects the social reality of the Republic of China era, but also expresses his pursuit of
human ideals of health, beauty, and nature, which has significant literary value and social significance.

Keywords: Shen Congwen; Republican women; Image shaping; Local civilization; Urban criticism; Human
ideal
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