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Modern Interpretation of Lin Yutang’s Choice
of Chinese and Western Cultures
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Abstract: In the historical process of cultural exchange between China and the West in modern times, a group
of cultural envoys who are proficient in both cultures have emerged. With an open and inclusive mind and profound
and unique vision, they have built a bridge for dialogue between Eastern and Western civilizations. These scholars
not only introduced advanced Western culture and ideas to China, but also devoted themselves to spreading the
essence of Chinese culture to the world. Among them, Lin Yutang became one of the most representative cultural
disseminators in this group with his unique cultural perspective and outstanding literary achievements. This article
systematically reviews representative works such as Lin Yutang's "Our Country and Our People", and deeply analyzes
his value orientation and selection strategies in the process of cultural integration between China and the West.
Research has found that Lin Yutang opposed both the radical idea of complete Westernization and the conservative
attitude of conservatism. Instead, he advocated for creative transformation while maintaining cultural subjectivity. Its
cultural choices exhibit a distinct "blend of Chinese and Western" feature, drawing on the spirit of Western humanism
while adhering to traditional Chinese wisdom, providing valuable intellectual resources for contemporary cross—
cultural communication. This study not only helps to deepen the understanding of Lin Yutang's cultural thoughts, but
also provides useful insights for the mutual learning of civilizations in the current context of globalization.

Keywords: Lin Yutang; Chinese and Western cultures; Cultural selection; Cross cultural communication;
cultural integration
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