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Study on the folk narration of Mo Yan's history
from Sandalwood Punishment

Li Shenggen

(Huai“an vocational and technical college, Huai’an 223400, Jiangsu)

Abstract: “sandalwood punishment” is a vivid picture of folk life portrayed by Mo Yan relying on the
background of the folk story that folk artist sun Bing was subjected to “sandalwood punishment” . The whole novel
is extracted from the historical materials of Gaomi Township, and it shows a strong folk style everywhere. From the
structural style, language characteristics and characterization of this work, we can restore the folk style of that era and
appreciate the charm of folk narrative. lts structural style is free and unrestrained, which breaks through the linear
narrative pattern of traditional historical novels, adopts the narrative technique of multi clues and multi perspectives,
blends folk stories, historical truth and personal feelings, and forms a unique folk narrative style. In terms of language
characteristics, Mo Yan used a large number of dialects, folk songs and legends, which made the language of the novel
full of local flavor and folk interest, and made people feel close to it. At the same time, the characters in the novel also
have folk characteristics. They are brave and fearless, cunning and intelligent, or stupid, but they are vivid and ready
to come out, showing the richness and complexity of folk characters in that era.
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