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Study on the death image in William Faulkner’s
Novels
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Abstract: William Faulkner, as one of the most influential and profound writers in the history of American
literature, has a strong death complex in his literary creation. The theme of death is prominent in Faulkner's works
and has become the focus of his close and enthusiastic attention. In his classic works "the sound and the fury", "as |
lay dying" and "light in August", the death plot runs through the whole process and becomes the key factor to promote
the evolution of the story. Faulkner explored the fear and anxiety in human heart with the help of detailed description
of various death phenomena. In Faulkner's works, death is not just a simple physiological phenomenon, but a complex
social and psychological phenomenon. He discussed the meaning of life, the value of existence and many human
responses to death through the death experiences of different roles. Faulkner's literary world is full of profound
thoughts on death. He tries to use these thoughts to make readers have a deeper understanding and perception of life.
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