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Child trafficking in the rust belt of China: model,
governance challenges and policy intervention ——
A case study of Northeast China

Liu Xiaoshuang Fan Ziqi

(School of history and geography, Tonghua Normal University, Tonghua, Jilin 134000)

Abstract: Trafficking in children remains a key challenge in global crime governance. Although China has
achieved great success in combating traditional forms of kidnapping, there are regional differences in crime patterns,
especially in areas with economies in transition. This study systematically reviews the situation of child trafficking
in Northeast China, which is often called China's "rust belt" because of its industrial recession and population
contraction. The analysis shows that economic maladjustment and the erosion of traditional social support system are
the main driving factors, transforming children into commercial survival assets. The current governance mechanism
is mainly designed to combat kidnapping by strangers, which is difficult to effectively deal with these consensual but
illegal transactions. Finally, this paper proposes to shift from punitive measures to preventive social policies, and
advocates the establishment of a comprehensive intervention framework to address the root causes of family based
trafficking in non industrialized areas.

Key words: Child trafficking; Rust band; Northeast China; Crime governance; Social policies
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