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The Relationship Between Moral Norms and
Utilitarianism

Xie Yuhan

(School of Law, Qingdao University of Science and Technology, Qingdao, Shandong 266000 )

Abstract:This paper delves into the complex and nuanced relationship between moral norms and utilitarianism.
By analyzing the concepts of both, it explains that utilitarianism pursues the greatest happiness for the greatest
number through outcome—oriented approaches, while moral norms represent behavioral standards formed over the
long term within society. From the perspectives of conflict and integration, the conflict manifests in differences
regarding behavioral judgment criteria, individual rights, and considerations of short—term versus long—term
interests. Integration, however, is evident in their mutual complementarity and influence. Finally, it is argued that
in contemporary society, a balanced relationship between the two should be fostered to promote harmonious social
development.
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