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The Evolution of Chinese Freehand Horse

Painting: Literati Aesthetic Taste, Eastward

Dissemination of Western Learning and Modern
Transformation
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(College of Art, Shandong Agriculture and Engineering University, Jinan 261500, Shandong Province,
China)

Abstract : The art of horse painting in Chinese art boasts a long history and is deeply embedded in the
cultural lineage of the Chinese nation. However, the maturity of its freehand techniques has lagged far behind that of
traditional painting genres such as landscape, flower—and—bird, and figure painting, making it a distinctive artistic
phenomenon with significant research value in the history of Chinese art. Taking the endogenous evolution of literati
aesthetic taste and the external impact of the eastward dissemination of Western learning as dual clues, this paper
systematically sorts out the evolution trajectory of Chinese freehand horse painting, analyzes the internal logic of
its development from early explorations of brush and ink language, to technical breakthroughs in the modern and
contemporary eras, and ultimately to the completion of its modern transformation, and summarizes and interprets
the diversified creation pattern of contemporary freehand horse painting. The study concludes that the century—long
evolution of freehand horse painting is not a mere technical change, but a revolution in aesthetic paradigm featuring

the in—depth integration of traditional Chinese literati spirit and Western scientific modeling system. Its development
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process not only verifies the strong vitality of traditional Chinese painting amid the changes of the times, but also

provides an important historical reference for the modern transformation of traditional Chinese painting genres.

Keywords : Freehand horse painting; :Literati aesthetic taste; Eastward dissemination of Western learning;

Modern transformation; Xu Beihong
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