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The Expression of Social Discourse and
Female Consciousness from the Perspective of
Modernity: A Case Study of The Story of Rose

Feng Qingqing

( Sichuan University of Media and Communications, Chengdu, Sichuan 611745 )

Abstract: : Contemporary TV dramas centered on women's experiences serve as significant cultural texts
for observing the evolution of societal gender norms. { The Story of Rose ) , tracing the growth journey of urban
female protagonist Huang Yimei, presents current modes of women's self—expression and consciousness. This paper
analyzes the discursive construction of the drama from three perspectives: narrative mode, bodily representation, and
professional imagination. Through individualized narratives of self—actualization, urban fashion signifiers, and artistic
occupational settings, the drama prominently asserts female subjectivity; yet this expression falls into the trap of
neoliberal feminism—using stories of individual success to obscure socially pervasive gender inequalities, reflecting
the complex relationship between consumerism and female empowerment. This study aims to provide critical
reference for the creation of women—themed content in China.
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