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Further exploration of the polyphonic narrative
structure in Mo Yan’s novel '"Frog"

Tang Bingyan

( School of Humanities, Xinyu University, Xinyu 338004, Jiangxi )

Abstract: Among Mo Yan's numerous novels, folk land, national history, individual survival and reproduction,
and the progress and degradation of civilization have become all encompassing themes in his texts, and distinct
polyphonic structures appear in diverse forms in almost all texts. The text "Frog" is closely related to the issue of
fertility that is still highly concerned in today's society. The polyphonic narrative in the text brings tremendous
tension to the narrative space and the deep human nature questioning triggered by Mo Yan through the complex
issue of Chinese fertility history. Mo Yan's attitude towards gazing at history is critical and cautious, but he does
not view past history in isolation. He pays more attention to connecting history with real society, presenting the
causes, consequences, and ins and outs of events from a comprehensive perspective, in order to see the essence
beneath the phenomena. He always presents an event or a group of characters, and then reflexively or jokingly
dissolves and conceals the critical edge, creating ambiguous and ambiguous dialogue contexts to write about personal
survival situations, human group survival difficulties, and life values. Through writing self criticism and reflection,
he questions the soul and hopes that people can dissect and redeem themselves through the work. The equality
and diversity of perspectives between "polyphony" and "dialogue" challenge the traditional monologue narrative
of novels from a unified and authoritative perspective. The polyphonic narrative strategy makes the text present an

incompleteness, expanding the narrative space of the text and generating ambiguity.
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