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The triple variation of historical writing: Study
on the reflection path of American novels after
the war
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Abstract: after the end of World War II, a wave of literary creation with the theme of historical reflection rose
in American literary circles. Through text analysis and historical context investigation, this paper divides the postwar
American historical reflective novels into three representative types: realistic war writing (1940-1950s), black humor
historical irony (1960s) and historical reconstruction narrative (1970s). The study found that Irving Shaw’ s the lion
cub (1948) used realism to systematically present the war trauma and social memory; Joseph Heller’s Catch—22 (1961)
deconstructs the absurdity of war logic through the narrative strategy of black humor; Robert Coover’ s public anger
(1977) uses postmodern narrative techniques to reallocate the historical discourse power. These three types show the
evolution track from historical reproduction to historical deconstruction, which not only reflects the paradigm shift of
American social and historical cognition, but also reveals the dialectical relationship between literary narration and
historical construction.
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