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Intercultural differences and translation of
conceptual metaphor based on Palmer’s cultural
image theory

Wuhaibo
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Absrtact: metaphor is one of human cognitive means. It is not only a language phenomenon, but also a human
way of thinking. The idea of conceptual metaphor theory originated from the Book Metaphor on which we live. The
emergence of this theory has greatly promoted the progress of cognitive semantic teaching. Palmer pointed out in his
cultural image theory that metaphor and culture are closely linked. In the world, the deep culture of all nations is
mostly inherited and developed through metaphor. Chinese and Western cultures have both similarities and unique
parts. This paper will focus on Palmer’ s cultural image theory to analyze conceptual metaphor and its translation
under the background of similarities and differences between Chinese and Western cultures, in order to provide
relevant reference materials for foreign language teaching.
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