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A Study of the Melancholic Musical Language of
Schubert’s Symphony No. 8 in B Minor
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(Jiangxi Vocational College of Art, Nanchang, Jiangxi 330006, China)

Abstract: Franz Schuberts Symphony No. 8 in B Minor, as one of the most representative symphonic works
of the Romantic period, has always attracted academic attention for its unique two—ment structure and profound
expression of melancholy. This study, based on music text analysis and combined with historical context and the
theory of emotional aesthetics, systematically examines the melanch musical language characteristics of the work.
First, the artistic value of the "unfinished" nature of the work is analyzed from the perspective of formal structure,
and the integrity aesthetics of double—movement structure are discussed. Second, through musical elements such
as thematic motifs, harmonic progressions, and orchestration techniques, the construction of melancholy emotions
the second theme group (bars 43—66) of the first movement is analyzed in detail. Finally, from the lyrical melody
development of the second movement, it revealed how Schubert achieved the artistic sublimation of personal emotions
through the symphonic form. This research not only deepens the understanding of the musical entity of the work but
provides a new interpretive perspective for the emotional expression mechanism of early Romantic music.
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