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Subversion and reconstruction of female images
in Steinbeck’s Novels
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Abstract: John Steinbeck is an important figure in American Literature in the 20th century. His works are
sharp and profound in style, with both the sharpness of “Iron Lady” and the delicacy of “tender woman” , especially
good at depicting female characters. This study makes an in—depth analysis of Steinbeck’ s masterpieces the
grapes of wrath and between men and mice, and aims to reveal the complexity and diversity of women’ s images in
Steinbeck’ s works by carefully deconstructing female characters such as jod’ s mother, Corey’ s wife and Rosa
Xiang. The image solidification of jold’ s mother reflects the fortitude and helplessness of traditional women in
adversity, while the instrumental image of Corey’ s wife reflects the stereotype and restriction of women’ s roles in
society. At the same time, the creation of Rosa Xiang, a new female image, shows Steinbeck’ s affirmation of female
autonomy and resistance consciousness, which marks a breakthrough and challenge to the traditional female image.
Through in—depth analysis of these female images, this study aims to re evaluate Steinbeck’ s concept of women and
explore his unique understanding of women’ s status and value.
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