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Dialectical unity of shackles and freedom ——
Isabel’s spiritual dilemma and subjectivity
construction in the portrait of a lady

Liyuqing

(School of foreign languages, Gannan Normal University, Ganzhou, Jiangxi 341004)

Abstract: the portrait of a lady is the masterpiece of Henry James, a famous American writer, and occupies an
important position in the history of world literature. The novel portrays a female image who lives in a world full of
constraints, yearns for freedom and pursues independence. On the surface, shackles and freedom are opposite and
contradictory to each other, and they are incompatible. However, there is also the freedom to fly under shackles,
and the freedom under shackles may be the real “freedom” . The portrait of a lady fully shows readers a free and
independent spiritual world restricted by multi-level factors. This paper first analyzes the connotation of the two—way
theme of “shackles” and “freedom” , and then interprets the mutual restraint between the two.
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