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Cultural regeneration and artistic reconstruction
of old buildings from the perspective of semiotics
—— a case study of Taichung state hall in Taiwan

Liaoweiwei

(School of art, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou, Fujian 363099)

Abstract: as the material carrier of urban history and culture, the value of old buildings lies not only in
the continuation of functionality, but also in the cultural expression and artistic symbol in the sense of semiotics.
This paper takes Taichung state hall in Taiwan as the research object, with the help of semiotic theory, analyzes
the cultural symbols and collective memory contained in its architectural form, spatial language and decorative
details, and discusses its significance reproduction path in contemporary urban renewal. The study found that the
architectural symbol system of Taichung state hall not only reflected the historical narrative of the colonial period,
but also formed a unique identity through the integration with the local culture. Based on this, this paper puts forward
the dual strategies of “cultural regeneration” and “artistic reconstruction” : on the one hand, it activates the cultural
narrative function of architecture through symbol decoding and meaning translation; On the other hand, combined
with urban development planning, it will be transformed into a composite cultural space with history display, public
art and community participation. This study provides a semiotic methodology support for the living protection and
innovative utilization of old architectural heritage, and opens up a new perspective for the construction of urban
cultural identity.

Key words: Semiotics; Reuse of old buildings; Taichung State Department; Cultural regeneration; Artistic
reconstruction
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