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Abstract: Music works from the late 19th century to the 20th century are usually classified by the academic
community as either 20th century music or modernist music. During this period, music performance art underwent
unprecedented innovation and evolution due to the blending and influence of various music genres and styles.
Musicians and composers have conducted in—depth explorations and experiments in music language, composition
techniques, and creative methods, thus breaking through the boundaries of traditional music and presenting unique
artistic styles in the performance forms of 20th century music works. The article first analyzes the connotation of the
performance forms of 20th century music works, namely the artistic concepts and creative ideas behind them, and
how these concepts and ideas are realized through specific performance mechanisms. On this basis, the article further
elaborates on the five overall characteristics of performance forms in 20th century music works.
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